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Item 8.01 Other Events

In June 2008, we received a Notice of Allowance for a non-provisional patent application 11/716,122 titled “Methods
and Compositions for Deterring Abuse of Opioid Containing Dosage Forms” (the “122 Application”). After further
review of one of the 21 claims contained in the Notice of Allowance, and after consideration of a potential
interference proceeding relating to a third party patent application containing a similar claim, on July 18, 2008, we
filed with the United States Patent and Trademark Office, a Request for Continued Examination relating to the 122
Application and simultaneously cancelled one of the 21 claims included in the Notice of Allowance.

A copy of the press release issued by us with respect to the aforementioned matter is being furnished as Exhibit 99.1.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits

Exhibit Number Description
99.1 Press Release of the Registrant dated July 21, 2008.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

ACURA PHARMACEUTICALS, INC.

By: /s/ Peter Clemens

Peter A. Clemens
Senior Vice President & Chief Financial Officer

Date: July 21, 2008
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EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit Number Description

99.1 Press Release of the Registrant dated July 21, 2008.




