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EXPLANATORY NOTE

On September 23, 2004, Signet Group plc appointed Deutsche Bank Trust Company
Americas ("Deutsche Bank") as successor depositary under the Deposit Agreement
dated as of June 20, 1988, as amended and restated as of October 24, 1990, June
27, 1997 and September 4, 1997, and as further amended and restated as of
September 23, 2004 by and among Signet Group plc, Deutsche Bank as successor
depositary to The Bank of New York and the Holders and beneficial owners from
time to time of American Depositary Receipts (the "Receipts") issued thereunder.
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Exhibit 99.1 hereto is the notice of the appointment sent by Deutsche Bank to
the Holders and beneficial owners of the Receipts.

EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit Description

99.1 Notice from Deutsche Bank Trust Company Americas to Holders
and Beneficial Owners of American Depositary Receipts
evidencing American Depositary Shares each representing thirty
Ordinary Shares of Signet Group plc.
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned, thereunto duly authorised.

SIGNET GROUP PLC

By: /s/ Walker Boyd

Name: Walker Boyd
Title: Group Finance Director

Date: September 27, 2004



