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SBE, Inc.

June __, 2005

Dear Stockholder:

You are cordially invited to attend the Special Meeting of Stockholders of SBE, Inc. to be held on July 18, 2005 at
SBE’s offices located at 2305 Camino Ramon, Suite 200, San Ramon, California 94583. The meeting will begin
promptly at 9:00 a.m., Pacific Daylight Time.

The items of business to be considered at the meeting are listed in the following Notice of Special Meeting and are
more fully addressed in the proxy statement included with this letter. The items you will be asked to approve at the
meeting relate to our proposed acquisition of PyX Technologies, Inc. and a proposed private placement of shares of
our common stock and warrants to purchase shares of our common stock.

SBE is making several moves to maximize opportunities in two dynamic markets, Internet Protocol, or IP, storage and
Voice-Over IP, or VoIP. Technology is changing, and companies that grow in the future are those who are able to
accept and adapt to change. Multiple factors in today’s business landscape are driving technology demands for storage
and VolP, and the proposed PyX acquisition gives SBE the opportunity to make a difference.

Industry experts in storage and VoIP project market growth that justifies our efforts in these markets. Internet Small
Computer System Interface, or iSCSI, enables remote access to secure multi-terabyte storage via desktops, laptops,
PDAs, or other mobile devices, and offers significant cost savings over existing storage alternatives. Recent reports
from International Data Corporation (IDC) indicate that the iSCSI market grew from $18 million in 2003 to $113
million in 2004. Furthermore, IDC forecasts the IP storage area network, or SAN, market to reach $296 million in
2005 and $2.7 billion by 2008.

In my 20 years of sales and marketing experience in this industry, I’ve learned that there is a direct correlation between
product uniqueness, customer demands relative to timing, and revenue success. Through months of research, testing,
and customer evaluations, we have concluded that PyX’s technology has unique fault-tolerant features essential for the
success of iISCSI that are not found in competitive solutions today. We believe our acquisition of PyX will enable SBE
to approach IP storage in a three-tier manner: to sell the iSCSI software separately; to sell storage hardware separately;
and lastly, to combine the software with our TCP/IP Offload Engines, or TOE, hardware for integrated, “best-of breed”
original equipment manufacturer, or OEM, solutions.

Timing and execution are our focus henceforth. Our goal is to become a leading provider of IP storage solutions to the
OEM market. Concurrently, we continue to nurture the business with our current customers in the communications
markets, and target those customers who have been key to SBE’s past success.

Our board of directors carefully considered the proposed merger and private placement and recommends that you vote
in favor of these transactions. SBE’s strong management staff and team of employees are ready to execute on these
corporate initiatives. We are excited about the opportunities for the combined company and believe that the combined
company will be able to create substantially more stockholder value than could be achieved by the companies
individually.

Whether or not you plan to attend the special meeting in person, it is important that vour shares be
represented and voted at the meeting. Please date, sign, and return your proxy card promptly in the enclosed

envelope to ensure that your shares will be represented and voted at the special meeting, even if you cannot attend. If
you attend the special meeting, you may vote your shares in person even though you have previously signed and
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returned your proxy.
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On behalf of your board of directors, thank you for your investment in and continued support of SBE, Inc.
Sincerely,
/s/ Dan Grey

Dan Grey
President and Chief Executive Officer
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SBE, INC.

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS
To Be Held On July 18, 2005

To the Stockholders of SBE, Inc.:

You are cordially invited to attend the Special Meeting of Stockholders of SBE, Inc., a Delaware corporation (“SBE”).
The meeting will be held on July 18, 2005 at 9:00 a.m., local time, at our offices located at 2305 Camino Ramon,
Suite 200, San Ramon, California 94583, for the following purposes:

(1) To approve a merger agreement between us and PyX Technologies, Inc., the merger of PyX with and into our
newly-formed, wholly-owned subsidiary, PyX Acquisition Sub, LLC, and the issuance of 2,561,050 shares of our
common stock to the PyX shareholders and the assumption of options to purchase up to an additional 2,038,950 shares
of our common stock in the proposed merger;

(2) To approve the form of unit subscription agreement and the issuance of units consisting of one share of our
common stock and a warrant to purchase an additional one-half share of our common stock for aggregate gross
proceeds to us of $5,150,000 in a private placement; and

(3) To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting or any adjournment thereof.
These items of business are more fully described in the Proxy Statement accompanying this Notice.

The record date for the Special Meeting of the stockholders is June 9, 2005. Only stockholders of record at the close
of business on that date may vote at the meeting or any adjournment thereof.

By Order of the Board of Directors,
/s/ David W. Brunton

David W. Brunton
Secretary

San Ramon, California
June __, 2005

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND THE SPECIAL MEETING IN PERSON. WHETHER OR
NOT YOU EXPECT TO ATTEND THE SPECIAL MEETING, PLEASE COMPLETE, SIGN AND DATE
THE ENCLOSED PROXY AND RETURN IT PROMPTLY IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE, WHICH
DOES NOT REQUIRE ANY POSTAGE IF MAILED IN THE UNITED STATES, IN ORDER TO ENSURE
YOUR REPRESENTATION AT THE SPECIAL MEETING. EVEN IF YOU HAVE VOTED BY PROXY,
YOU MAY STILL VOTE IN PERSON IF YOU ATTEND THE MEETING. PLEASE NOTE, HOWEVER,
THAT IF YOUR SHARES ARE HELD OF RECORD BY A BROKER, BANK OR OTHER NOMINEE AND
YOU WISH TO VOTE AT THE MEETING, YOU MUST OBTAIN A PROXY ISSUED IN YOUR NAME
FROM THAT RECORD HOLDER IN ORDER TO VOTE IN PERSON.

4-
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99¢¢ 99¢¢

Except as otherwise specifically noted, “SBE,”*“we,”*“our,”*‘us” and similar words in this proxy statement refer to SBE, Inc.
and its subsidiaries. References to “PyX” shall mean PyX Technologies, Inc.

FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

The information in this proxy statement contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of
the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended.
Statements that are not historical in nature, including statements about beliefs and expectations, are forward-looking
statements. Words such as “may,”“will,”*should,”“‘estimates,”*‘predicts,”‘believes,”“anticipates,”‘plans,”“‘expects,”*‘intends” ¢
expressions are intended to identify these forward-looking statements, but are not the exclusive means of identifying
such statements. Such statements are based on currently available operating, financial and competitive information
and are subject to various risks and uncertainties. You are cautioned that these forward-looking statements reflect
management's estimates only as of the date hereof, and we assume no obligation to update these statements, even if
new information becomes available or other events occur in the future. Actual future results, events and trends may
differ materially from those expressed in or implied by such statements depending on a variety of factors, including,
but not limited to those set forth under “Risk Factors” and elsewhere in this proxy statement. Important factors that
might cause or contribute to such a discrepancy include, but are not limited to:

9966 9966 9966

. the extent of our ability to integrate the operations of PyX with our own operations;

. our ability to develop and market the Internet Small computer System Interface, or iSCSI, software;

. the effect of any unknown liabilities of PyX that materialize after the transactions;

. the effect of the transactions on our market price;

. the factors discussed under “Risk Factors,” beginning on page [___|; and

. other risks referenced from time to time in our filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission, or

SEC, including our annual report on Form 10-K for our fiscal year ended October 31, 2004 and our
quarterly report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended April 30, 2005, copies of which accompany this
proxy statement.

WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION

We are a reporting company and file annual, quarterly and special reports, proxy statements and other information
with the SEC. You may read and copy any reports, proxy statements or other information that we file at the SEC’s
public reference room at 450 Fifth Street N.W., Room 1024, Washington, D.C., 20549. You can also request copies of
these documents by writing to the SEC and paying a fee for the copying costs. Please call the SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330
for more information about the operation of the public reference room. Our public filings with the SEC are also
available on the web site maintained by the SEC at http://www.sec.gov.

We have supplied all information in this proxy statement relating to SBE. PyX has supplied all information in this
proxy statement relating to PyX. Houlihan Lokey Howard & Zukin Financial Advisors, Inc. has supplied the

information regarding its fairness opinion.

-1-
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SBE, INC.
2305 Camino Ramon, Suite 200
San Ramon, California 94583

PROXY STATEMENT
FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS
To Be Held On July 18, 2005

The Special Meeting of Stockholders of SBE, Inc. will be held on July 18, 2005, at 2305 Camino Ramon, Suite 200,
San Ramon, California 94583, beginning promptly at 9:00 a.m., local time. The enclosed proxy is solicited by our
board of directors. It is anticipated that this proxy statement and the accompanying proxy card will be first mailed to
holders of our common stock on or about June 16, 2005.

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MERGER AND THE PRIVATE PLACEMENT
Why am I receiving this proxy statement and proxy card?

You are receiving a proxy statement and proxy card because you own shares of our common stock. This proxy
statement describes the issues on which we would like you, as a stockholder, to vote. It also gives you information on
these issues so that you can make an informed decision.

Who can vote at the special meeting?

Only stockholders of record at the close of business on June 9, 2005 will be entitled to vote at the special meeting. On
this record date, there were shares of common stock outstanding and entitled to vote.

Stockholder of Record: Shares Registered in Your Name

If on June 9, 2005 your shares were registered directly in your name with our transfer agent, American Stock Transfer
& Trust, then you are a stockholder of record. As a stockholder of record, you may vote in person at the meeting or
vote by proxy. Whether or not you plan to attend the meeting, we urge you to fill out and return the enclosed proxy
card to ensure your vote is counted.

Beneficial Owner: Shares Registered in the Name of a Broker or Bank

If on June 9, 2005 your shares were held, not in your name, but rather in an account at a brokerage firm, bank, dealer,

or other similar organization, then you are the beneficial owner of shares held in “street name” and these proxy materials
are being forwarded to you by that organization. The organization holding your account is considered to be the
stockholder of record for purposes of voting at the special meeting. As a beneficial owner, you have the right to direct
your broker or other agent on how to vote the shares in your account. You are also invited to attend the special

meeting. However, since you are not the stockholder of record, you may not vote your shares in person at the meeting
unless you request and obtain a valid proxy from your broker or other agent.

What am I voting on?

You are being asked to vote on the following matters relating to our proposed merger with PyX and the proposed
private placement of shares of our common stock:

Proposal 1 — To approve a merger agreement between PyX, PyX Acquisition Sub, LLC,
our newly-formed, wholly owned subsidiary (referred to in the proxy statement as

12
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“Merger Sub”) and us and the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement,
including the merger of PyX with and into Merger Sub, the issuance of 2,561,050 shares
of our common stock to the PyX shareholders, and the assumption of options to
purchase up to an additional 2,038,950 shares of our common stock; and

Proposal 2 — To approve the issuance of units consisting of one share of our common
stock and a warrant to purchase an additional one-half share of our common stock, for
aggregate gross proceeds to us of $5,150,000, in a private placement pursuant to the
terms of a unit subscription agreement between AIGH Investment Partners, LLC and
certain other unaffiliated purchasers and us.

-
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Each of the merger and the private placement is conditioned upon our receipt of stockholder approval of each of
Proposals 1 and 2. If we do not obtain stockholder approval of each of these proposals, we will not be able to
consummate the merger or the private placement. We refer to the merger and the private placement collectively in this
proxy statement as the transactions.

How do I vote?

For each of the matters to be voted on, you may vote “For” or “Against” or abstain from voting. The procedures for voting
are fairly simple:

Stockholder of Record: Shares Registered in Your Name

If you are a stockholder of record, you may vote in person at the special meeting or vote by proxy using the enclosed
proxy card. Whether or not you plan to attend the meeting, we urge you to vote by proxy to ensure your vote is
counted. You may still attend the meeting and vote in person if you have already voted by proxy.

. To vote in person, come to the special meeting and we will give you a ballot when you arrive.

. To vote using the proxy card, simply complete, sign and date the enclosed proxy card and return it
promptly in the envelope provided. If you return your signed proxy card to us before the special meeting,
we will vote your shares as you direct.

Beneficial Owner: Shares Registered in the Name of Broker or Bank

If you are a beneficial owner of shares registered in the name of your broker, bank, or other agent, you should have
received a proxy card and voting instructions with these proxy materials from that organization rather than from us.
Simply complete and mail the proxy card to ensure that your vote is counted. To vote in person at the special meeting,
you must obtain a valid proxy from your broker, bank, or other agent. Follow the instructions from your broker or
bank included with these proxy materials, or contact your broker or bank to request a proxy form.

How many votes do I have?

On each matter to be voted upon, you have one vote for each share of common stock you own as of June 9, 2005.
How are votes counted?

Votes will be counted by the inspector of election appointed for the meeting, who will separately count “For” and
“Against” votes, abstentions and broker non-votes. Abstentions and broker non-votes will be counted towards the vote
total for each proposal and will have the same effect as “Against” votes.

If your shares are held by your broker as your nominee (that is, in “street name”), you will need to obtain a proxy form
from the institution that holds your shares and follow the instructions included on that form regarding how to instruct
your broker to vote your shares. If you do not give instructions to your broker, the shares will be treated as broker
non-votes.

What if I return a proxy card but do not make specific choices?

If you return a signed and dated proxy card without marking any voting selections, your shares will be treated as
broker non-votes and will have the same effect as “Against” votes.

3.
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Who is paying for this proxy solicitation?

We will pay for the entire cost of soliciting proxies. In addition to these mailed proxy materials, our directors and
employees may also solicit proxies in person, by telephone or by other means of communication. Directors and
employees will not be paid any additional compensation for soliciting proxies. We may also reimburse brokerage
firms, banks and other agents for the cost of forwarding proxy materials to beneficial owners.

What does it mean if I receive more than one proxy card?

If you receive more than one proxy card, your shares are registered in more than one name or are registered in
different accounts. Please complete, sign and return each proxy card to ensure that all of your shares are voted.

Can I change my vote after submitting my proxy?

Yes. You can revoke your proxy at any time before the final vote at the meeting. If you are the record holder of your
shares, you may revoke your proxy in any one of three ways:

. You may submit another properly completed proxy card with a later date;

. You may send a written notice that you are revoking your proxy to our Secretary at 2305 Camino Ramon,
Suite 200, San Ramon, California 94583; or

. You may attend the special meeting and vote in person. However, simply attending the special meeting
will not, by itself, revoke your proxy.

If your shares are held by your broker or bank as a nominee or agent, you should follow the instructions provided by
your broker or bank.

What will happen in the merger?

In the merger, PyX will be merged with and into Merger Sub. Merger Sub will then be the surviving entity. PyX will
cease to exist as a separate entity and we will continue as the sole member of Merger Sub. As consideration for the
merger, we will issue 0.46 of a share of our common stock to the PyX shareholders for each share of PyX common
stock outstanding as of the effective time of the merger. In addition, we will assume each stock option that is then
outstanding under PyX’s 2005 Stock Plan, whether vested or unvested, in accordance with the existing terms of that
plan and the applicable stock option agreement. We will issue a total of 2,561,050 shares of our common stock in
consideration of the shares of PyX common stock outstanding as of the effective time of the merger. In addition, we
will assume options to purchase an additional 2,038,950 shares of our common stock.

What will happen in the private placement?

In the private placement, we will issue units consisting of one share of our common stock and a warrant to purchase
an additional one-half share of our common stock, for aggregate gross proceeds to us of $5,150,000, pursuant to a unit
subscription agreement between us, AIGH Investment Partners LLC and certain other unaffiliated investors.

When do you expect the merger and private placement to be completed?

We plan to complete the transactions as soon as possible after the special meeting, subject to the satisfaction or waiver

of certain conditions to the transactions, which are described in this proxy statement. We cannot predict when, or if,
these conditions will be satisfied or waived.

16
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What risks should I consider in evaluating the merger and private placement?
You should consider the risks described under the heading “Risk Factors” beginning on page[ ___].

4-
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How many votes are needed to approve each proposal?

To be approved, each of Proposal 1 (to consider and vote on the merger, the related merger agreement, the issuance of
shares of our common stock and the assumption of options to purchase shares of our common stock in the merger) and
Proposal 2 (to approve the unit subscription agreement and the issuance of shares of our common stock and warrants
to purchase shares of our common stock in the private placement) must receive a “For” vote from the majority of the
outstanding shares present and voting at the special meeting, either in person or by proxy. If those present do not vote,
or abstain from voting, it will have the same effect as an “Against” vote. In addition, Broker non-votes will have the
same effect as “Against” votes.

What is the quorum requirement?

A quorum is necessary to hold a valid meeting. A quorum will be present if a majority of the outstanding shares are
represented either by stockholders present at the meeting or by proxy. On the record date, there were

shares of SBE common stock outstanding and entitled to vote. Thus, at least - shares must be represented
either by stockholders present at the meeting or by proxy in order to have a quorum.

Your shares will be counted towards the quorum only if you submit a valid proxy (or one is submitted on your behalf
by your broker, bank or other nominee) or if you vote in person at the meeting. Abstentions and broker non-votes will
be counted towards the quorum requirement. If there is no quorum, a majority of the votes present at the meeting may
adjourn the meeting to another date.

Does the board of directors recommend approval of the proposals at the special meeting?

Yes. After careful consideration, our board of directors recommends that our stockholders vote FOR each of the
proposals.

Who can help answer my questions about the proposals?

If you have additional questions about these proposals, you should contact David Brunton, our chief financial officer,
at (925) 355-2000.

How can I find out the results of the voting at the special meeting?

Preliminary voting results may be announced at the special meeting. Final voting results will be published in our
quarterly report on Form 10-Q for the quarter in which the special meeting occurs.

5.
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SUMMARY TERM SHEET
FOR THE MERGER AND PRIVATE PLACEMENT
(Proposals 1 and 2)

The following summary, together with the previous question and answer section, provides an overview of the
proposed merger and private placement discussed in this proxy statement and presented in the attached annexes. The
summary also contains cross-references to the more detailed discussions elsewhere in the proxy statement. This
summary may not contain all of the information that is important to you. To understand the proposed merger and
private placement fully, and for a more complete description of the terms of the proposed merger and private
placement, you should carefully read this entire proxy statement and the attached annexes in their entirety.

The Companies (see page[ __])
SBE

We develop and provide network communications and storage solutions for original equipment manufacturers, or
OEMs, in the embedded systems marketplace. Embedded networking technology is hardware or software that serves
as a component within a larger networking or storage device or system, such as a Gigabit Ethernet or a T-1/T-3
input/output network interface card, that plugs into an expansion slot in a high-end computer or storage system.
Embedded networking solutions enable the functionality of many commonly used devices or equipment, such as
products and solutions for basic telephone and internet services, mobile phones, medical equipment and storage
networks.

PyX

PyX Technologies, Inc. is a development-stage technology company focused on the development, implementation and
sale of Internet Small Computer System Interface, or iSCSI, software as an economical and efficient data storage
alternative for enterprises and organizations. PyX currently has two Linux-based products that have been completed -
the iSCSI Initiator and the iSCSI Target. All PyX products conform to the iSCSI standard as ratified by the Internet
Engineering Task Force, or IETF. PyX believes that it is the first and only company in the world to complete
development of a iSCSI protocol that meets and exceeds certain IETF standards.

Overview of the Transactions (see page [ ])

We have entered into a definitive agreement and plan of merger and reorganization with PyX. Under the merger
agreement, PyX will merge with and into our newly-formed, wholly-owned subsidiary, PyX Acquisition Sub, LLC
(referred to in this proxy statement as Merger Sub), which will remain as the surviving legal entity and our
wholly-owned subsidiary. At the time of the merger, PyX will cease to exist as a separate entity and Merger Sub will
succeed to all of PyX’s assets, liabilities, rights and obligations.

We also have entered into unit subscription agreements pursuant to which we agreed to issue units consisting of one
share of our common stock and a warrant to purchase an additional one-half share of our common stock, for aggregate
gross proceeds to us of $5,150,000, in a private placement. The completion of the merger is contingent on us being
able to raise at least $5.0 million in gross proceeds in an equity financing. We expect to raise a total of $5,150,000 in
connection with the private placement. In addition, the private placement is contingent on the completion of the
merger. It is anticipated that the transactions will be completed concurrently.

Recommendation of the Board of Directors (see page[ __])
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Our board of directors has determined that the merger, the private placement and the issuance of shares of our
common stock as consideration in the transaction, are fair to, and in the best interests of, us and our stockholders and
recommends that our stockholders vote FOR each of the transactions and the issuance of shares of our common stock
in connection with these transactions.

-6-
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To review the background and reasons for the transactions in detail, see “The Merger and the Private Placement —
Reasons for the Merger and the Private Placement” beginning on page [___].

Opinion of Our Financial Advisor (see page [ ])

In connection with the merger, our board of directors received a written opinion from Houlihan Lokey Howard &
Zukin Financial Advisors, Inc. as to the fairness of the merger consideration to be paid by us, from a financial point of
view and as of the date of the opinion. The full text of Houlihan Lokey’s written opinion is attached to this proxy
statement as Annex A. You are encouraged to read this opinion carefully in its entirety for a description of the
assumptions made, matters considered and limitations on the review undertaken. We did not obtain a fairness opinion
with respect to the private placement.

The Merger (see page[___])
General

Following the merger, PyX will cease to exist as a separate entity and Merger Sub will continue as the surviving
limited liability company and our wholly-owned subsidiary. When the merger occurs:

. the issued and outstanding shares of PyX common stock will be converted into the right to receive an
aggregate of 2,561,050 shares of our common stock, or approximately 49% of the outstanding shares of
our common stock based on the number of shares outstanding on April 29, 2005 and 24.6% of the
outstanding shares of our common stock after the closing of the private placement, assuming no further
issuances of shares of our common stock and no exercise of outstanding stock options or warrants; and

. the issued and outstanding options to purchase shares of PyX common stock will be assumed by us and
converted into the right to receive an aggregate of 2,038,950 shares of our common stock upon exercise of
the underlying options, or approximately 38.8% of the outstanding shares of our common stock based on
the number of shares outstanding on April 29, 2005 and 19.6% of the outstanding shares of our common
stock after the closing of the private placement, assuming no further issuances of shares of our common
stock and no exercise of outstanding stock options or warrants. The exercise price of the assumed options
will be $2.17 per share of our common stock issuable upon exercise of the underlying option. The options
will be subject to the same terms and conditions as were in place prior to the merger.

The exchange rate for each share of PyX common stock is 0.46 of a share of our common stock and is fixed and not
subject to change.

We will not issue any fractional shares. Instead, PyX shareholders will receive a check equal to the fractional share
amount multiplied by the average closing sale price of a share of our common stock for the ten consecutive trading
days immediately preceding the closing date of the merger, as reported on the Nasdaq SmallCap Market.

Terms of the Merger Agreement

The merger agreement is attached to this proxy statement as Annex B. We encourage you to read the merger
agreement carefully. Our board of directors has approved the merger agreement, and it is the binding legal agreement
that governs the terms of the merger.

Agreement Not to Solicit Other Offers

PyX and certain holders of PyX’s outstanding capital stock, referred to in this proxy statement as the signing
shareholders, have agreed that neither PyX nor the signing shareholders will do any of the following during the period
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between the signing of the merger agreement and the effective time of the merger, or until the merger agreement is
terminated in the event the merger is never consummated:

-
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. solicit or encourage the initiation of any inquiry, proposal or offer relating to an alternative business
combination proposal;

. participate in any discussions or negotiations or enter into any agreement with, or furnish any non-public
information to, any person relating to or in connection with any alternative business combination proposal;
or

. consider, entertain or accept any proposal or offer from any person relating to any alternative business

combination proposal.
Conditions Precedent

The completion of the merger depends on the satisfaction or waiver of a number of conditions, including conditions
relating to:

accuracy of the other party’s representations and warranties and compliance by the other party with their covenants;
 approval by our stockholders of the issuance of shares of our common stock in connection with the merger;
*  execution and delivery of certain ancillary documents attached to the merger agreement as exhibits;

receipt of an officer’s certificate certifying the accuracy of each party’s representations and warranties and satisfaction
of certain conditions;

. our entering into a definitive agreement with respect to the private placement;
. absence of legal prohibitions to the completion of the merger;
* absence of legal proceedings challenging the merger, seeking recovery of a material amount in damages or
seeking to prohibit or limit the exercise of any material right with respect to our ownership of stock in

Merger Sub or the PyX shareholders’ ownership of our common stock; and

no material adverse effect will have occurred and no circumstance exists that could reasonably be expected to have or
result in a material adverse effect with respect to us or PyX.

In addition, our obligation to complete the merger is subject to satisfaction or waiver of certain additional conditions,
including conditions relating to:

holders of no more than 5% of the outstanding PyX common stock will have elected to exercise their dissenters’
rights in connection with the merger;

. receipt of required third-party consents; and
. amendment of PyX’s current customer agreement with Pelco in a manner acceptable to us.
Termination

In addition to terminating upon mutual consent, either party may terminate the merger agreement under the following
circumstances:
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¢f it is reasonably determined by that party that timely satisfaction of any of the conditions precedent to the
obligations of that party to effect the merger and consummate the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement
has become impossible;

+f any of the conditions precedent to the obligations of that party to effect the merger and consummate the
transactions contemplated by the merger agreement has not been satisfied as of the agreed closing date; or

. the merger has not been completed on or before July 31, 2005.
Survival of Representations and Warranties

The merger agreement contains customary representations and warranties made by PyX and the signing shareholders
to SBE and Merger Sub and by SBE and Merger Sub to PyX and the signing shareholders for purposes of allocating
the risks associated with the merger. The assertions embodied in the representations and warranties made by PyX and
the signing shareholders are qualified by information set forth in a confidential disclosure schedule that was delivered
in connection with the execution of the merger agreement. All of the representations and warranties made by the
parties to the merger agreement survive for a period of one year following the closing of the merger, except for PyX
and the signing shareholders’ representation and warranty relating to PyX’s capitalization, which survives for a period
of five years following the closing of the merger, and the representation and warranty relating to PyX’s legal
proceedings, which survives for a period of three years following the closing of the merger.

Indemnification

With certain exceptions, satisfaction of PyX and the signing shareholders’ indemnification obligations is limited to the
shares of our common stock placed in escrow, as described below under “Escrow,” and is further limited to claims
asserted on or prior to the end of the one year period following the closing of the merger. However, the signing
shareholders are personally liable for any breach of the representations and warranties relating to PyX’s capitalization
and legal proceedings. With respect to breaches of the representation and warranty relating to PyX’s legal proceedings,
the signing shareholders’ liability is capped at their pro rata portion of the shares received from the escrow. All of the
shares received by the signing shareholders in connection with the merger are subject to their indemnification
obligations with respect to breaches of the representation and warranty relating to PyX’s capitalization and breaches of
certain covenants related to securities law compliance and the information statement provided to the PyX shareholders
in connection with the solicitation of PyX shareholders’ votes with respect to the merger agreement and merger. There
is no limitation on the liability of the signing shareholders with respect to breaches involving fraud or intentional
misrepresentations.

We are not entitled to recover any damages with respect to an indemnification claim until the total damages incurred
under the merger agreement exceed $25,000, after which we are entitled to recover such number of shares of our
common stock equal to the amount of the liability divided by the average closing sale price of a share of our common
stock for each of the 10 consecutive trading days immediately preceding the closing date of the merger, if the claim
was made on or prior to the end of the one year period following the closing of the merger, otherwise, for the 10
consecutive trading days immediately preceding the date notice of the claim was delivered.

Escrow

The merger agreement provides that, at the effective time of the merger, 460,000 shares, or 17.96% of the aggregate
number of shares of our common stock to be issued to the PyX shareholders at the effective time of the merger, will

be placed into an escrow account to satisfy the shareholders’ indemnification obligations relating to representations and
warranties made in the merger agreement, as described above under “Indemnification.” As of May 11, 2005, the value of
the escrow shares was $1,154,600 based on the closing price of our common stock on that date. If no claims for
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indemnity are made within one year following the closing of the merger, the shares of our common stock held in
escrow will be distributed on a pro rata basis to the PyX shareholders.

9.
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Interest of Certain Persons in the Merger

Mr. Ignacio C. Munio, our Vice President, Engineering, beneficially owns 25,000 shares of PyX common stock and as
a result will be entitled to receive 11,500 shares of our common stock in connection with the merger. In addition to the
shares of our common stock that Mr. Munio will receive in connection in with the merger, he currently beneficially
owns 299,825 shares of our common stock, or approximately 5.7% of the outstanding shares of our common stock
based on the number of shares outstanding on June 9, 2005. After consummation of the transactions, Mr. Munio will
beneficially own 2.9% of the outstanding shares of our common stock, assuming no further issuances of shares of our
common stock and not exercise of outstanding stock options or warrants.

Mr. Greg Yamamoto, currently the Chief Executive Officer of PyX, beneficially owns 200,000 shares of PyX
common stock and options to purchase up to an additional 750,000 shares of PyX common stock. As a result of the
merger, Mr. Yamamoto will be entitled to receive 92,000 shares of our common stock and options to purchase up to
an additional 345,000 shares of our common stock, representing approximately 8.3% of the outstanding shares of our
common stock, assuming the exercise in full of all of the options, based on the number of shares outstanding on June
9, 2005. In addition, Mr. Yamamoto is investing $200,000 in the private placement and, assuming a purchase price per
share of $2.00, will receive 100,000 shares of our common stock and a warrant to purchase up to an additional 50,000
shares of our common stock. After consummation of the merger and the private placement, Mr. Yamamoto will
beneficially own 5.6% of the outstanding shares of our common stock, assuming exercise of all options and warrants
to purchase shares of our common stock, assuming no further issuances of shares of our common stock and no
exercise of outstanding stock options or warrants, other than the exercise of the stock options and warrants issued to
Mr. Yamamoto. In addition, Mr. Yamamoto is investing an additional $100,000 in the private placement on behalf of
his two minor children, Melanie Yamamoto and Nicholas Yamamoto, and, assuming an purchase price per share of
$2.00, each child will receive 25,000 shares of our common stock and a warrant to purchase up to an additional
12,500 shares of our common stock.

Accounting Treatment

The merger will be accounted for by us under the purchase method of accounting in accordance with generally
accepted accounting principles. Therefore, the aggregate consideration paid by us in connection with the merger,
together with the direct costs of the merger, will be allocated to PyX’s tangible and intangible assets and liabilities
based on their fair market values. The assets and liabilities of PyX will be consolidated into our assets and liabilities as
of the effective date of the merger. The stock options issued to the former holders of options to purchase shares of
PyX common stock will be assumed by us and accounted for in accordance with Accounting Principles Board
Opinion No. 25, Accounting for Stock Issued to Employees, or APB 25. Under APB 25, compensation expense is
based on the difference, if any, on the date of the grant between the fair value of the stock and the exercise price of the
option.

The Private Placement (see page [ ])

General

The unit subscription agreement provides that, assuming a purchase price of $2.00 per share, we will issue 2,575,000
shares of our common stock, or approximately 49% of the outstanding shares of our common stock based on the
number of shares outstanding on June 9, 2005, and warrants to purchase up to an additional 1,287,500 shares of our
common stock, or approximately 24.5% of the outstanding shares of our common stock based on the number of shares

outstanding on June 9, 2005, to the purchasers.

Terms of the Unit Subscription Agreement
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The unit subscription agreement is attached to this proxy statement as Annex C. You should read the unit subscription
agreement carefully. Our board of directors has approved the unit subscription agreement, and it is the binding legal
agreement that governs the private placement.

-10-
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Calculation of Unit Price

The unit subscription agreements provide that the purchasers will invest $5,150,000 for units consisting of one share
of our common stock and a warrant to purchase one-half of a share of our common stock. The price per unit is to be
the lowest of:

+ $2.50;

*  92% of the average closing sale price per share of our common stock, as quoted on the Nasdaq SmallCap Market,
for each of the five consecutive trading days on which our common stock trades ending on the date immediately prior

to the closing date of the private placement; and

*  95% of the closing sale price per share of our common stock, as quoted on the Nasdaq SmallCap Market, on the
trading day on which our common stock trades that immediately precedes the closing date of the private placement.

The private placement will be significantly dilutive to current stockholders and the PyX stockholders. We have the
right to terminate the unit subscription agreement and not close the transaction if the price per unit is less than $2.00.

Conditions Precedent

The completion of the private placement depends on the satisfaction or waiver of a number of conditions, including,
among others, conditions relating to:

. execution and delivery of the investor rights agreement;

accuracy of the representations and warranties of the parties and compliance by the parties with their respective
covenants;

. approval by our stockholders of Proposals 1 and 2;
. our listing status on the Nasdaq SmallCap Market;
. completion of the merger; and
. entry by PyX into a reseller agreement with LSI Logic.

Representations and Warranties

The unit subscription agreements contains customary representations and warranties made by us to the purchasers and
by the purchasers to us for purposes of allocating the risks associated with the private placement. The assertions
embodied in the representations and warranties made by us are qualified by information set forth in a confidential
disclosure letter that was delivered in connection with the execution of the unit subscription agreements. All of the
representations and warranties made by the parties to the unit subscription agreements survive for a period of one year
following the closing of the private placement.

Rights of Participations
The purchasers in the private placement will have the right to participate in any future private placements of our
equity for a period of two years following the closing of the private placement. These rights are subject to certain

customary exceptions, including, among other things, issuances of common stock to employees, officers and directors
under our equity compensation plans.
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Warrants

The warrants issued in connection with the private placement have a term of five years and are exercisable at a per
share price equal to 133% of the unit price, subject to proportional adjustments for stock splits, stock dividends,
recapitalizations and the like. In addition, the shares of our common stock issuable upon exercise of the warrants are
subject to adjustment in the event we issue shares of our common stock at a price less than the then applicable
purchase price of the warrants, subject to certain customary exceptions, including, among other things, issuances to
employees, officers and directors under our equity compensation plans. If not exercised after five years, the right to
purchase shares of our common stock pursuant to the warrants will terminate. The warrants contain a cashless exercise
feature. The common stock underlying the warrants are entitled to the benefits and subject to the terms of the
Registration Rights described below.

-11-
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Regulatory Approvals (see page [ ])

We are not aware of any federal or state regulatory requirements that must be complied with or approvals that must be
obtained to consummate the merger and private placement, other than the filing of (1) a certificate of merger with the
Secretary of State of the State of California, (2) this proxy statement with the SEC and (3) compliance with all
applicable state securities laws regarding the offering and issuance of the shares in connection with the transactions. If
any additional approvals or filings are required, we will use our commercially reasonable efforts to obtain those
approvals and make any required filings before completing the transactions.

Dissenters’ Rights (see page [ ])
Our stockholders are not entitled to exercise dissenters’ rights in connection with the merger or the private placement.
Registration Rights (see page[ 1)

We have agreed to file a registration statement within 90 days after the completion of the merger and within 60 days
after completion of the private placement registering for resale the shares of our common stock issued to (1) the PyX
shareholders in the merger and (2) the purchasers in the private placement. The merger agreement requires that, prior
to completion of the merger, each PyX shareholder who will receive shares of our common stock in the merger enter
into an agreement providing that, with respect to 95% of the shares of our common stock that such shareholder
receives in connection with the merger, the shareholder will not sell those shares until one year after the closing date
of the merger. We expect all PyX shareholders to enter into this agreement. In addition, we have agreed to register the
shares of our common stock issuable upon exercise of the PyX options we assume in connection with the merger on a
registration statement on Form S-8 shortly after the closing of the merger.

Voting Agreement (see pages[__ Jand[__])

Our executive officers and members of our board of directors are party to a voting agreement pursuant to which they
have agreed, subject to the terms and conditions of the voting agreement, to vote all of their shares of common stock
in favor of proposals 1 and 2 and any other matter necessary to effect the transactions. The shares subject to the voting
agreement represent approximately 3.2% of the outstanding shares of our common stock, based on the number of
shares outstanding on June 9, 2005.

-12-
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RISK FACTORS

You should consider carefully the following risk factors as well as other information in this proxy statement and the
documents incorporated by reference herein or therein, including our annual report on Form 10-K for the year ended
October 31, 2004 and our quarterly report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended January 31, 2005, in voting on
Proposals 1 and 2 relating to the merger and the private placement, respectively. If any of the following risks actually
occur, our business, operating results and financial condition could be adversely affected. This could cause the
market price of our common stock to decline, and you may lose all or part of your investment.

Risk Relating to the Transactions
If we are unable to complete the merger and the private placement, our business may be adversely affected.

If the merger and the private placement are not completed, our business and the market price of our stock price may be
adversely affected. We currently anticipate that our available cash balances, available borrowings and cash generated
from operations will be sufficient to fund our operations only through July 2005. If we are unable to complete the
transactions, we may be unable to find another way to grow our business. Costs related to the transactions, such as
legal, accounting and financial advisor fees, must be paid even if the transactions are not completed. In addition, even
if we have sufficient funds to continue to operate our business but the transactions are not completed, the current
market price of our common stock may decline.

The transactions will result in substantial dilution to our current stockholders.

The issuance of shares of our common stock in the merger and the private placement will significantly dilute the
voting power, book value and ownership percentage of our existing stockholders. In addition, the private placement
will significantly dilute the interests of the PyX shareholders in our common stock. We will issue a total of 4,600,000
shares of our common stock in the merger, including shares of our common stock issuable upon exercise of the PyX
stock options that we are assuming in connection with the merger. We expect to issue up to 3,787,500 shares of our
common stock in the private placement, including shares issuable upon exercise of the warrants to purchase our
common stock that we are issuing in connection with the private placement. Immediately following completion of the
transactions, the shares held by our existing stockholders are expected to represent approximately 32.8% of our
outstanding capital stock assuming the exercise in full of all outstanding options and warrants. If the PyX shareholders
and the purchasers in the private placement were to act in concert, they would be able to direct our actions after the
transaction, including actions that could be opposed by our management, our board of directors and/or our minority
stockholders and may make it more difficult for us to enter into other transactions, including mergers, acquisitions or
change of control transactions.

We may not realize any anticipated benefits from the merger.

While we believe that the opportunities for the combined company are greater than our current opportunities and that
the combined company will be able to create substantially more stockholder value than could be achieved by the
companies individually, there is substantial risk that the synergies and benefits sought in the transactions might not be
fully achieved. There is no assurance that PyX’s technology can be successfully integrated into our existing product
platforms or that the financial results of combined company will meet or exceed the financial results that would have
been achieved by the companies individually. As a result, our operations and financial results may suffer and the
market price of our common stock may decline.

The exchange rate in the merger will not be adjusted, even if there is an increase in the price of our common stock.
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The price of our common stock at the time the merger may vary from its price at the date of this proxy statement and
at the date of the special meeting. Therefore, the shares that we issue in connection with the merger may have a
greater value than the value of the same number of shares on the date of this proxy statement or the date of the special
meeting. Variations in the price of our common stock before the completion of the merger may result from a number
of factors that are beyond our control, including actual or anticipated changes in our business, operations or prospects,
market assessments of the likelihood that the transactions will be consummated and the timing thereof, regulatory
considerations, general market and economic conditions and other factors. At the time of the special meeting, you will
not know the exact value of the shares that we will issue in the merger.
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In addition, the stock market generally has experienced significant price and volume fluctuations. These market
fluctuations could have a material effect on the market price of our common stock before the merger is completed, and
therefore could materially increase the value that we will transfer to the stockholders of PyX in the merger.

The purchase price for the shares issued in the private placement reflects a discount from the market price of our
stock and will not be increased, even if there is an increase in the price of our common stock.

The purchasers in the private placement will have acquired shares of our common stock at a discount from than the
per share market value of a share of our common stock as reported on the Nasdaq Smallcap Market. Therefore, the
shares that we issue in the private placement will have a greater value than the value of the same number of shares on
the date the unit subscription agreement relating to the private placement is executed or on the date the private
placement is closed. Further, the purchase price may further decrease if the market price of our stock decreases
between the date we executed the unit subscription agreement and the date the private placement is closed. Variations
in the price of our common stock before the closing of the private placement may result from a number of factors that
are beyond our control, including actual or anticipated changes in our business, operations or prospects, market
assessments of the likelihood that the transactions will be consummated and the timing thereof, regulatory
considerations, general market and economic conditions and other factors. At the time of the special meeting, you will
not know the exact price at which the shares will be issued in the private placement. In addition, although we have the
ability to terminate the private placement if the purchase price per share is less than $2.00, we may be unable to
complete the merger if we do so. Further, the costs related to the transactions, such as legal, accounting and financial
advisor fees, must be paid even if the transactions are not completed. Even if we have sufficient funds to continue to
operate our business but the transactions are not completed, the current market price of our common stock may
decline.

Most of the indemnification obligations under the merger agreement are secured only by shares of our common
stock.

PyX and the PyX shareholders have agreed to indemnify us for certain breaches of representations, warranties and
covenants set forth in the merger agreement. In the event of such breach, our right to recover for any damages we
suffer as a result of such breaches is largely limited to the shares of our common stock issued to the PyX shareholders
in connection with the merger. Subject to certain limitations, we are entitled to recover such number of shares of our
common stock equal to the amount of the liability divided by the average closing sale price of a share of our common
stock for each of the 10 consecutive trading days immediately preceding the closing date of the merger, if the claim
was made on or prior to the end of the one year period following the closing of the merger, otherwise, for the 10
consecutive trading days immediately preceding the date notice of the claim was delivered, in each case as reported on
the Nasdaq SmallCap Market. Such shares may be inadequate to fully address any damages we may incur and our
operations and financial results may suffer and the market price of our common stock may decline.

Risk Relating to SBE after the Transactions

If we are unable to successfully integrate the business operations of PyX after the merger, we will not realize the
anticipated potential benefits from the merger and our business could be adversely affected.

The merger involves the integration of companies that have previously operated independently. Successful integration
of PyX’s operations with ours will depend on our ability to consolidate operations, systems and procedures, eliminate
redundancies and to reduce costs. If we are unable to do so, we will not realize the anticipated potential benefits of the
merger with PyX, and our business and results of operations could be adversely affected. Difficulties could include the
loss of key employees and customers, the disruption of our and PyX’s ongoing businesses and possible inconsistencies
in standards, controls, procedures and policies. Our integration of PyX may be complex and time-consuming.
Additionally, the realization of expected efficiencies and cost savings could be adversely affected by a number of
factors beyond our control, and may not materialize after the merger.
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If the combined company experiences losses after the transactions are completed, we could experience difficulty
meeting our business plan, and our stock price could be negatively affected.

After the transactions, the combined company may experience operating losses and negative cash flow from
operations as it develops PyX’s iSCSI software solution. Any failure to achieve or maintain profitability could
negatively impact the market price of our common stock. Historically, PyX has not been profitable on a quarterly or
annual basis, and we expect that the combined company will incur net losses for the foreseeable future. We anticipate
that the combined company will incur significant product development, sales and marketing and administrative
expenses. As a result, the combined company will need to generate significant quarterly revenues if it is to achieve
and maintain profitability. A substantial failure to achieve profitability could make it difficult or impossible for us to
grow our business. The combined company’s business strategy may not be successful, and the combined company may
not generate significant revenues or achieve profitability. Any failure to significantly increase revenues would also
harm our ability to achieve and maintain profitability. If we do achieve profitability in the future, we may not be able
to sustain or increase profitability on a quarterly or annual basis.

Future sales of our common stock issued in the transactions could cause the market price for our common stock to
significantly decline.

After the transactions, sales of substantial amounts of our common stock in the public market could cause the market
price of our common stock to fall, and could make it more difficult for us to raise capital through public offerings or
other sales of our capital stock. In addition, the public perception that these sales might occur could have the same
undesirable effects. The PyX shareholders who receive shares of our common stock in the merger will, prior to the
completion of the transactions, enter into an agreement that provides, in part, that, with respect to 95% of the shares of
our common stock that the shareholder receives in connection with the merger, the shareholder will not sell these
shares until one year after the merger is completed. However, we are required to file a registration statement for the
resale of all shares that we issue in the merger no later than 90 days after the merger is completed. In addition, we are
required to register for sale all of the shares issued in the private placement no later than 60 days after the private
placement is completed. The purchasers in the private placement are not subject to any lockup with respect to the
shares they purchase in the private placement. Once the registration statement relating to such shares becomes
effective, the shares issued in the private placement will generally be freely tradeable without restriction. Such free
transferability could materially and adversely affect the market price of our common stock. We intend to register the
shares issued in connection with the merger at the same time we register the shares issued in connection with the
private placement. As a result, sales under the registration statement will include a very substantial number of shares
and percentage of our common stock. Immediately after the transactions, holders of approximately 44.3% of the
outstanding shares of our common stock will have the right to sell their shares pursuant to these registration rights and
holders of an additional approximately 5.7% of the outstanding shares of our common stock, assuming no further
issuances of shares of our common stock, will have the right to sell their shares after the one year period has passed.

Risks Related to PyX’s Business

PyX’s products will require a substantial product development investment by us and we may not realize any return
on our investment.

The development of new or enhanced products is a complex and uncertain process. As we integrate the PyX products
into our product line, our customers may experience design, manufacturing, marketing and other difficulties that could
delay or prevent the development, introduction or marketing of new products and enhancements, both to our existing
product line as well as to the PyX products. Development costs and expenses are incurred before we generate any net
revenue from sales of the products resulting from these efforts. We expect to incur substantial research and
development expenses relating to the PyX product line, which could have a negative impact on our earnings in future
periods.
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If PyX’s products contain undetected errors, we could incur significant unexpected expenses, experience product
returns and lost sales.

The products developed by PyX are highly technical and complex. While PyX’s products have been tested, because of
their nature, we can not be certain of their performance either as stand-alone products or when integrated with our
existing product line. Because of PyX’s short operating history, we have little information on the performance of its
products. There can be no assurance that defects or errors may not arise or be discovered in the future. Any defects or
errors in PyX's products discovered in the future could result in a loss of customers or decrease in net revenue and
market share.

-16-
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THE COMPANIES
SBE

We develop and provide network communications and storage solutions for original equipment manufacturers in the
embedded systems marketplace. Embedded networking technology is hardware or software that serves as a
component within a larger networking or storage device or system, such as a Gigabit Ethernet or a T-1/T-3
input/output network interface card, that plugs into an expansion slot in a high-end computer or storage system.
Embedded networking solutions enable the functionality of many commonly used devices or equipment, such as
products and solutions for basic telephone and internet services, mobile phones, medical equipment and storage
networks.

We deliver a product portfolio comprised of standards-based wide area networking, or WAN, local area networking
and storage area network, network interface and intelligent communications controller cards. All of our products are
coupled with enabling Linux or Solaris software drivers. Our products are designed to be functionally compatible with
each other and, since we use industry standard form factors and technologies, our products are also compatible with
third party standards-based products. This standard scalability and modularity offers our customers greater flexibility
to develop solutions for unique product configurations and applications.

We were incorporated in 1961 as Linear Systems, Inc. In 1976, we completed our initial public offering. In July 2000,
we acquired LAN Media Corporation, a privately held company, to complement and grow our WAN adapter product
line from both a hardware and software perspective. In August 2003, we acquired the products and technologies of
Antares Microsystems to increase the functionality of our PCI product line. We continue to operate under a single
business unit.

PyX

PyX Technologies, Inc., or PyX, is a technology company that was incorporated under the laws of the State of
California on November 26, 2002. Since inception, PyX's efforts have been devoted to the development of software
products for the Internet Small Computer System Interface, or iSCSI, enterprise storage market and raising capital.
PyX has not received any significant revenues from the sale of its products or services. Accordingly, through the date
of this proxy statement, PyX is considered to be in the development stage and the accompanying financial statements
on page [ ___] represent those of a development stage enterprise.

PyX has developed a complete software-based, scalable storage solution via an iSCSI Initiator and Target driver set
for the NetBSD or LINUX OS. PyX believes that its iSCSI software provides an efficient alternative for all
environments seeking interoperability in a software-based enterprise storage solution. A Storage Area Network, or
SAN, infrastructure with iSCSI capabilities can continue to operate during the constant network changes and updates
facing network operators today.

Managing storage is universally regarded as one of the most burdensome of IT responsibilities. In direct-attached
storage environments that most small to mid-sized companies deploy, the process of managing storage is multiplied
by the number of physical connection points and the number of storage systems in an organization. Imagine an
environment with ten computers, each with its own storage system. Not only does that create ten
point-for-management for the storage systems themselves, it also requires ten times the effort to handle storage
expansion, reallocation and repairs. With SANs storage management is consolidated to a single point from which an
IT manager can partition, allocate, expand, reassign, backup and repair storage. By moving to a SAN, small to
mid-sized organizations can scale their storage infrastructure much more easily. When additional capacity is needed,
simply add additional storage to the SAN. IP SANs such as iSCSI provide higher-speed storage access than internal
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disks while also enabling load balancing across multiple connections. Remote storage powered by iSCSI also enables
on-line data back up, disaster recover and high-speed access to data by remote users.
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THE MERGER AND THE PRIVATE PLACEMENT
Background of the Merger and the Private Placement

Our acquisition of Antares Microsystems on August 7, 2003 provided us with products that addressed technical
functionality that we desired. Our greatest interest was in the TCP/IP Offload Engine, or TOE, which accelerates
TCP/IP protocol processing by the computer system by running the protocol on the TOE itself - offloading the work
from the computer’s motherboard. Antares also had storage products, such as Small Computer Storage Interface, or
SCSI, and Fibre Channel adapters, used for both attached disk drives and high performance storage area networked
installations.

The TOE is particularly valuable in connection with two applications: connecting computers together for fast file
transfers, such as with databases running database management software or cluster computing when the host CPU is
fully utilized; and IP storage, supporting the iSCSI protocol, ultimately providing a lower cost and fault-tolerant
replacement for Fibre Channel storage architectures.

We immediately recognized the need to support iSCSI and opened discussions with several software companies to
provide that functionality. On August 7, 2003, Andre Hedrick, a founder and then chief executive officer of PyX,
approached us at the LinuxWorld trade show in San Francisco expressing an interest in combining his iSCSI products
with our TOE. We passed the PyX contact and product information on to our engineering group.

During the fourth quarter of 2003, PyX was given several of our TOE products in order to write software drivers that
would interface with Linux workstations.

In the first quarter of 2004, Mr. Hedrick gave us a demonstration of the iSCSI target and initiator software products.
PyX was excited about our TOE product because it was the only multi-port product available, and highlighted the
benefits of PyX’s port aggregation feature, which allows the user to combine both Gigabit Ethernet ports for combined
functionality, and failover and error recovery features that detect fatal errors on one port and quickly re-route to the
other port.

On April 23, 2004, Mr. Hedrick met with our engineering, sales and marketing groups for a training session and we
had preliminary discussions regarding a joint marketing effort. We discussed and agreed to move forward with a joint
marketing effort based on several factors, including the low cost of initial research and development, the anticipated
quick time to market a joint product, and the benefits associated with joint sales materials and demonstrations.

On April 30, 2004, Chris Short joined PyX as vice president of sales and marketing. Mr. Short met with Dan Grey,
our then Senior Vice President of Sales & Marketing and currently our President and Chief Executive Officer, to
negotiate terms of a reseller agreement.

On May 5, 2004, Mr. Short met with Yee-Ling Chin, our Vice President, Marketing, and together they developed data
sheets and other marketing materials in preparation for the Network World InterOp trade show in Las Vegas, Nevada.

On May 11, 2004, PyX demonstrated a complete fault tolerant target/initiator system in our booth at the Network
World InterOp trade show. In addition, we also issued a joint press release highlighting the results of the Las Vegas
demonstration and the availability of iSCSI products.

On June 22, 2004, PyX demonstrated a complete fault tolerant target/initiator system in our booth at the

SUPERCOMM trade show in Chicago. Approximately 40% of our new sales leads came from the combined
TOE-iSCSI product.

41



Edgar Filing: SBE INC - Form PRER14A

On July 8, 2004, Bill Heye, our then President and Chief Executive Officer and David Brunton, our Chief Financial
Officer, initiated preliminary discussions with Mr. Hedrick regarding the possible acquisition of PyX by us, our
valuation, and the potential strengths of the combined company. After several meetings during July, PyX chose to
continue to grow independently and without outside funding.
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On August 5, 2004, PyX demonstrated a complete fault tolerant target/initiator system in our booth at the LinuxWorld
trade show in San Francisco.

On September 1, 2004, we and PyX signed an OEM agreement allowing us to resell the full PyX product-line in
combination with our TOE adapter.

In December 2004, we started our first joint TOE-iSCSI advertising campaign in InfoStor, a leading storage magazine,
entitled “Have You Been Chasing the Wrong Target?”

On December 14, 2004, we issued a press release announcing the first shipment of the combined TOE-iSCSI product.

Also in December 2004, Messrs. Brunton and Hedrick met on several occasions to again discuss a potential merger of
us and PyX. Mr. Hedrick was receptive to the idea, but PyX was in the process of hiring a new Chief Executive
Officer and Chief Operating Officer. We were told at that time that the new management team was set to begin
working in January 2005 and would make the decision on the future of PyX.

Between January 24 and January 28, 2005, Messrs. Grey and Brunton held advanced discussions with various parties
regarding a potential equity financing. These discussions included the topic of a potential acquisition of PyX by us,
the need to raise up to $10 million in a private placement of either equity or convertible debt, and our desire to
continue as a reseller of PyX’s iSCSI software, which would require us to raise up to $3 million through a private
placement of either equity or convertible debt. All of the parties were supportive of the PyX acquisition and expressed
an interest in providing all or part of the capital necessary to complete the acquisition.

On January 31, 2005, Mr. Grey met with Greg Yamamoto, PyX’s current Chief Executive Officer, to discuss PyX’s
growth plans and a possible merger with us. Messrs. Grey and Yamamoto also met with other members of our
management to discuss the potential merger between the companies.

During the first week of February 2005, a term sheet for the proposed merger was delivered to PyX. After negotiation,
both parties mutually agreed to the terms of the merger.

In February 2005, we continued our discussions with PyX on the details of the proposed merger between us and PyX,
including potential synergies, revenue growth potential, marketing position, potential product offerings and the
management structure of the combined company. In light of the liquidity issues facing both companies at the time, we
also discussed the necessity for an additional equity investment in the combined company. Messrs. Grey and
Yamamoto decided at that time that it would be in the best interests of both companies to move forward with the
merger.

On February 8, 2005, our board of directors met to approve the term sheet and instructed our management to move
forward with the merger. Messrs. Grey and Brunton were tasked with responsibility of overseeing the negotiation and
execution of definitive agreements relating to the merger.

On February 15, 2005, the PyX iSCSI solution was demonstrated in our booth at the LinuxWorld trade show in
Boston.

In mid-February 2005, Mr. Brunton contacted certain investors and investment banks who had previously expressed
an interest in providing financing to us regarding a $5 - $7 million private placement of equity to fund the proposed
merger and the combined company after the merger. AIGH Investment Partners was selected as the lead investor in
the proposed private placement. AIGH agreed to raise the necessary capital from both new and certain existing
investors without charging either a placement or referral fee.
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In late February 2005, we delivered the first draft of the merger agreement to PyX and its counsel. During February
and March 2005, additional meetings and conference calls were held to discuss open issues and to conduct further
legal, business, accounting and financial due diligence. During this time, our management team and legal and

financial advisors continued to analyze the business, legal and regulatory issues arising from a potential merger of us
and PyX. In addition, our management team and advisors met with PyX’s management team and advisors to analyze in
detail the potential synergies and the near- and long-term value creation that would result from a strategic merger of
the two companies.
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In February 2005, Mr. Brunton arranged for PyX to move into office space adjacent to our offices, rent-free until the
merger was completed.

On March 8, 2005, the PyX iSCSI solution was demonstrated in our booth at the Embedded Systems Conference in
San Francisco.

In early March 2005, Mr. Brunton selected Houlihan Lokey to render a fairness opinion as to the purchase price that
we proposed to pay for PyX. During the next three weeks, the team from Houlihan Lokey met with the management
teams from both companies and performed due diligence on the companies and the transaction in connection with
their valuation services.

On March 22, 2005, we held a telephonic meeting of our board of directors to review the results of the Houlihan
Lokey investigation. Houlihan Lokey presented the results of their investigation and answered the questions of our
board of directors. Houlihan Lokey also determined that the price to be paid by us for PyX was reasonable and fair.

Our legal counsel reviewed with our board of directors the terms of the proposed final drafts of the merger agreement
and related documents and the corporate actions required to approve the merger. Our board of directors then
unanimously approved and adopted the merger agreement and the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement
and agreed to recommend to our stockholders the adoption of the merger agreement and approval of the transactions
contemplated by the merger agreement.

On March 28, 2005, we and PyX signed the merger agreement. On the same day, a press release announcing the
merger was released and filed on a Form 8-K with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

In the March issue of Embedded Computing Design magazine, an article co-authored by us and PyX was published
entitled “Storage Data Transfers Across the Internet with iSCSI and Dual-Port TOE.”

On April 5, 2005, AIGH’s legal counsel delivered the initial private placement term sheet to us and our legal counsel.
After negotiation, the revised private placement term sheet was signed on April 11, 2005.

On April 11, 2005, we and our counsel received the initial drafts of the private placement documents from AIGH’s
counsel.

On April 12, 2005, we and PyX jointly exhibited at our first storage-only trade show, Storage Network World, in
Phoenix, Arizona. PyX distributed a joint white paper with Neterion and Force 10 highlighting the world’s record for
iSCSI performance on a 10 Gigabit network.

On April 15, 2005, we held a telephonic meeting of our board of directors to review and approve the term sheet
relating to the private placement regarding raising $5 - $7 million through the sale of shares of our common stock and
the issuance of warrants to purchase shares of our common stock. Our board of directors then unanimously approved
and adopted the agreement and agreed to recommend to our stockholders the adoption of the unit subscription
agreement and the approval of the issuance of shares of our common stock and warrants to purchase shares of our
common stock to the purchasers in the private placement.

On May 4, 2005 after negotiations, the agreed upon private placement documents were executed by our officers and
the purchasers.

Reasons for the Merger and the Private Placement
In reaching its decision to approve the merger and the private placement and to recommend approval of the merger
agreement and issuance of shares of our common stock in connection with the merger and the private placement by

our stockholders, our board of directors consulted with our management team and advisors and independently
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considered the proposed merger agreement, the unit subscription agreement, and the transactions contemplated by
such agreements.
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Our board of directors considered the following factors as reasons that the merger and the private placement will be
beneficial to us and our stockholders.

The Merger

Prior to approving the merger, our board of directors considered various alternative ways to grow our business. After
such consideration, our board of directors concluded that the merger presented the best course of action for us at this
time.

The material factors considered by our board of directors in making its determination to pursue the merger included
the following:

1. whether the combination of our existing solutions with PyX’s Internet Small Computer System Interface, or iSCSI,
software meets a significant customer need;

2.whether the combined company will be in the best position to capture market share as iSCSI technology is adopted
in the marketplace; and

3. whether our products with PyX’s products will increase their respective functionality.
The Private Placement
Prior to approving the private placement, our board of directors considered various alternatives to the private
placement. After such consideration, our board of directors concluded that the private placement, in connection with

the merger, presented the best course of action for us at this time.

The material factors considered by our board of directors in making its determination to pursue the private placement
included the following:

1. the price to be paid for the common stock by the purchasers in the private placement;
2. limited sources of capital for companies in SBE’s financial position; and

3.our immediate need for additional capital to develop PyX’s iSCSI software solutions in order to enhance SBE’s
future revenues.

Factors Relevant to the Merger and the Private Placement

In the course of its deliberations, our board of directors reviewed a number of other factors relevant to the transactions
with our management. In particular, our board of directors considered, among other things:

1.information relating to the business, assets, management, competitive position and operating performance of PyX,
including the prospects of SBE if it were to continue without acquiring PyX;

2.the financial presentation of Houlihan Lokey, including its opinion described under “Opinion of Our Financial
Advisor” on page [___], to the effect that, as of the date of the opinion, the merger consideration is fair to our
stockholders from a financial point of view; and

3.our need following the transactions for capital to develop the iSCSI software solutions, fund the costs associated
with merger and provide sufficient operating capital to support our operations for the near term.
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Recommendation of Our Board of Directors

At its meetings held on March 22, 2005 and April 14, 2005, our board of directors (1) determined that the merger, the
private placement, the merger agreement and the unit subscription agreement are fair to and in the best interests of us
and our stockholders and (2) determined to recommend that our stockholders approve the proposals related to the
transactions. Accordingly, our board of directors recommends that our stockholders vote FOR the merger, the merger
agreement, the unit subscription agreement and the issuance of shares of our common stock to the PyX shareholders in
connection with the merger and to the purchasers in connection with the private placement.

In connection with the foregoing actions, our board of directors consulted with our management team, as well as our
financial advisor and legal counsel, and considered the following material factors:

1. all the reasons described above under “Reasons for the Merger and the Private Placement”;

2.the judgment, advice and analyses of our senior management, including their favorable recommendation of the
merger and the private placement;

3. alternatives to the merger and the private placement;

4.the presentations by and discussions with our senior management and representatives of our counsel and Houlihan
Lokey regarding the terms and conditions of the unit subscription agreement and the private placement;

5.the presentations by and discussions with our senior management and representatives of our counsel regarding the
terms and conditions of the merger agreement and the merger;

6.that while the merger and the private placement are likely to be completed, there are risks associated with
completing the transactions and, as a result of conditions to the completion of the transactions, it is possible that the
transactions may not be completed even if approved by our stockholders and PyX’s shareholders; and

7. the risk that the synergies and benefits sought in the merger might not be fully achieved or achieved at all.

Our board of directors did not find it useful to, and did not attempt to, quantify, rank or otherwise assign relative
weights to these factors. Our board of directors relied on the analysis, experience, expertise and recommendation of
our management team with respect to each of the transactions and relied on Houlihan Lokey, our financial advisor, for
analyses of the financial terms of the merger. See “Opinion of Our Financial Advisor” on page [___].

In addition, our board of directors did not undertake to make any specific determination as to whether any particular
factor, or any aspect of any particular factor, was favorable or unfavorable to its ultimate determination, but rather our
board of directors conducted an overall analysis of the factors described above, including discussions with our
management team and legal, financial and accounting advisors. In considering the factors described above, individual
members of our board of directors may have given different weight to different factors.

Our board of directors considered all these factors as a whole, and overall considered the factors to be favorable and to
support its determination. However, the general view of our board of directors was that factors 6 and 7 described

above were uncertainties, risks or drawbacks relating to the transactions, but that the other reasons and factors
described above were generally considered favorable.

Opinion of Our Financial Advisor

The full text of the written opinion, which sets forth, among other things, the assumptions made, general procedures
followed, matters considered, limitations on and qualifications made by Houlihan Lokey in its review, is set forth as
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Annex A to this proxy statement and is incorporated herein by reference. The summary of Houlihan Lokey’s opinion in
this proxy statement is qualified in its entirety by reference to the full text of the written opinion. You are urged to
read carefully Houlihan Lokey’s written opinion in its entirety.
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Overview

Our board of directors retained Houlihan Lokey to render a written opinion as to the fairness to us, from a financial
point of view, of the consideration to be paid by us in connection with the merger. Houlihan Lokey is a nationally
recognized investment banking firm that is frequently engaged to provide financial advisory services and rendering
fairness opinions in connection with mergers and acquisitions, leveraged buyouts and business and securities
valuations for a variety of regulatory and planning purposes, recapitalizations, financial restructurings and private
placements of debt and equity securities. Our board of directors chose to retain Houlihan Lokey based upon their
experience in the valuation of businesses and their securities in connection with mergers and acquisitions,
recapitalizations and similar transactions. Houlihan Lokey has no material prior relationship with us or our affiliates.

Houlihan Lokey's opinion to our board of directors addresses only the fairness of the merger to our stockholders from
a financial point of view. Their opinion does not address the underlying business decision to effect the merger or our
board of director’s decision to recommend the merger or the merger agreement to our stockholders; nor does it
constitute a recommendation to our stockholders as to how to vote with respect to the merger. Houlihan Lokey has no
obligation to update or reaffirm its opinion. However, Houlihan Lokey may render updates or bringdowns of its
opinion if reasonably requested by us prior to the completion of the merger. Houlihan Lokey did not, and was not
requested by our board of directors, us or any other person to make any recommendations as to the form or amount of
consideration to be paid by us in connection with the merger. Furthermore, Houlihan Lokey did not negotiate any
portion of the merger agreement or the merger, initiate any discussions with third parties with respect to the merger or
advise our board of directors with respect to alternatives to the merger.

As compensation for its services in connection with the merger, we agreed to pay Houlihan Lokey a fee of $135,000,
in addition to reimbursement of their reasonable out-of-pocket expenses. To the extent that we request Houlihan
Lokey to render updates or bringdowns of its opinion beyond May 31, 2005, we agreed to pay Houlihan Lokey a fee
of $25,000 per month until the merger is completed. No portion of Houlihan Lokey’s fee is contingent upon the
successful completion of the merger, the private placement or the conclusions reached in Houlihan Lokey’s opinion.
We have also agreed to indemnify and hold harmless Houlihan Lokey and its affiliates, and their respective past,
present and future directors, officers, shareholders, employees, agents, representatives, advisors and controlling
persons within the meaning of either Section 15 of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, or Section 20 of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, which we refer to in this proxy statement as the Indemnified Parties, to
the fullest extent lawful, from and against any and all losses, claims, damages or liabilities (or actions in respect
thereof), joint or several, arising out of or related to Houlihan Lokey’s engagement by our board of directors, any
actions taken or omitted to be taken by an Indemnified Party (including acts or omissions constituting ordinary
negligence) in connection with the engagement, the opinion, or any transaction or proposed transaction.

In arriving at its fairness opinion, Houlihan Lokey performed, among other things, the following:
1.reviewed our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended October 31, 2004, and our quarterly report on
Form 10-Q for the first quarter ended January 31, 2005, which our management has identified as being the most

current financial statements available;

2.reviewed PyX’s unaudited financial statements for the fiscal years ended December 31, 2003 and 2004 and interim
financial statements for the two-month period ended February 28, 2005;

3. reviewed copies of the following agreements:
. the Term Sheet between us and PyX, dated February 7, 2005;

* the Agreement and Plan of Merger and Reorganization between us and PyX, dated March 28, 2005;

51



23-

Edgar Filing: SBE INC - Form PRER14A

52



Edgar Filing: SBE INC - Form PRER14A

. the Form of Shareholder Agreement between us and the shareholders of PyX;
. the Form of Noncompetition Agreement;
. the Form of General Release;
. the Form of Affiliate Agreement;
. the Form of Escrow Agreement;
. the Disclosure Schedule of PyX, dated March 28, 2005.
4. reviewed the form of legal opinion of Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP, dated March 28, 2005;
5.met with certain members of the senior management of PyX and us to discuss the operations, financial condition,

future prospects and projected operations and performance of PyX and us, and met with representatives of our legal
counsel to discuss certain matters;

6. visited our facilities and business offices;

7.reviewed forecasts and projections prepared by our management with respect to us on a stand-alone basis and in
combination with PyX for the fiscal years ended October 31, 2005 and 2006;

8. reviewed the historical market prices and trading volume for our publicly-traded securities;
9.reviewed certain other publicly-available financial data for certain companies that Houlihan Lokey deemed
comparable to us and PyX, and publicly-available prices and premiums paid in other transactions that they
considered similar to the merger; and
10. conducted such other studies, analyses and inquiries as Houlihan Lokey deemed appropriate.
Analyses
Houlihan Lokey used several methodologies to assess the fairness of the consideration to be paid by us in connection
with the merger, from a financial point of view. The following is a summary of the material financial analyses used by
Houlihan Lokey in connection with providing its opinion. This summary is qualified in its entirety by reference to the
full text of their opinion, which is attached as Annex A to this proxy statement and incorporated herein by reference.
Houlihan Lokey performed each of the following analyses based upon its view that each is appropriate and reflective
of generally accepted valuation methodologies, the accessibility of comparable privately-held companies, data from
recent financings, the accessibility of comparable publicly-traded companies and the availability of forecasts from our
management. Further, no one methodology was considered to be more appropriate than any other methodology, and
therefore Houlihan Lokey utilized all of the aforementioned methodologies in arriving at its conclusions.
Valuation of PyX

Houlihan Lokey performed the following analyses in order to determine the value of the equity of PyX:

Private Financing Methodology
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The private financing methodology considered pre-money valuations of publicly-disclosed private financings of
comparable private companies to derive a value for PyX. The private financings selected included first and second
rounds of funding. Houlihan Lokey considers PyX to be a company that, if venture backed, would be at a stage
between a first and second round.

4.
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The pre-money valuations of the private financings selected exhibited a range of $7.0 million to $17.4 million with a
median and mean of $8.8 million and $10.4 million, respectively. Furthermore, median pre-money valuations for first-
and second-round financings for all disclosed venture-financed deals in 2004 were approximately $5.1 million and
$12.1 million, respectively.

Based on the private financing methodology, Houlihan Lokey selected a range of value for the PyX business of $7.0
million to $12.0 million, on a controlling interest basis.

Previous PyX Financing

PyX completed a round of financing in January 2005 in which they raised money from investors, including two
incoming key members of their senior management, at a post-money valuation of $10.0 million, which equates to
$1.00 per share on a fully-diluted basis. Since the time of the financing, the two members of senior management that
participated in the financing have begun employment with PyX, and PyX has further developed its products, customer
pipeline and sales process.

Determination of Equity Value

As set forth above, Houlihan Lokey determined the value of the PyX business using the private financing
methodology and the previous PyX financing. These valuation indications are summarized as follows:

Enterprise Value Indication from Operations

Market Approach Low High
(figures in
thousands)
Private Financing Methodology $7,000 — $12,000
Previous PyX Financing $10,000 -- $10,000
Concluded Enterprise Value $7,000 - $12,000
Concluded Equity Value $7,000 - $12,000

Based upon the aforementioned analyses, Houlihan Lokey selected a range of value for the PyX business of
approximately $7.0 million to $12.0 million.

Houlihan Lokey considered the aforementioned analyses as a whole and did not weight any one analyses more or less
than any other of its analyses. Accordingly, Houlihan Lokey arrived at its range of equity value based upon all of the
aforementioned analyses.

Valuation of SBE
Houlihan Lokey performed the following analyses in order to determine our fundamental value per share:
Multiple of Income and Cash Flow Measures - Market Multiple Methodology.

Houlihan Lokey reviewed certain financial information of comparable publicly-traded companies engaged in the sale
of solutions for the embedded systems marketplace. These publicly-traded comparable companies were selected solely
by Houlihan Lokey, and Houlihan Lokey deemed the selected companies to be reasonably comparable to us. The
comparable companies included: Adaptec, Inc., Interphase Corporation, Performance Technologies, Inc., RadiSys
Corporation and SBS Technologies, Inc. Houlihan Lokey calculated and considered certain financial ratios of the
comparable companies based on the most recent publicly-available information, including the multiples of:
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enterprise value, or EV, which is the market value of equity, or MVE, of the comparable company, plus all
interest-bearing debt, less cash and cash equivalents, to our latest 12 months, or LTM, of revenues;

. EV to estimated calendar year 2005 revenues;
. EV to estimated calendar year 2006 revenues;

The analysis showed that the multiples exhibited by the comparable public companies, as of March 9, 2005, were as
follows:

EV / Revenues

LTM CYO05 CYO06
Selected Comparables
Performance Technologies, 1.75x 1.59x 1.39x
Inc.
Radisys Corporation 0.99x 0.92x 0.79x
Adaptec, Inc. 0.94x 0.85x 0.76x
SBS Technologies, Inc. 0.93x 0.83x 0.72x
Interphase Corporation 0.71x NA NA

Houlihan Lokey determined that LTM, calendar year 2005 and calendar year 2006 revenues should be considered
given the growth prospects and profitability levels of our business.

The EV/LTM revenue multiples had a range of 0.71 to 1.75 with a median and mean of 0.94 and 1.06, respectively.
The EV/calendar year 2005 revenue multiples had a range of 0.83 to 1.59 with a median and mean of 0.89 and 1.05,
respectively. The EV/calendar year 2006 revenue multiples had a range of 0.72 to 1.39 with a median and mean of
0.78 and 0.92, respectively.

Houlihan Lokey derived indications of the value of our business by applying selected revenue multiples to our LTM,
calendar year 2005, calendar year 2006, low case scenario, and calendar year 2006, high case scenario, revenues.

The indications of the value of our business based on selected multiples from comparable public companies ranged
from approximately $11.1 million to approximately $15.6 million.

Houlihan Lokey also analyzed the market multiples as of March 24, 2005 and observed that the comparable
companies had generally traded down. Performance Technologies, Inc., in particular, traded down 22.0%, but had a
company-specific negative announcement on March 8§, 2005.

Determinations of Equity Value and Resulting Per Share Value

As set forth above, Houlihan Lokey determined the value of our business using the multiple of income and cash flow
measures methodology. These valuation indications are summarized as follows:
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(figures in thousands, except per share values)
Enterprise Value Indication from Operations

Fundamental Valuation of SBE Low High
Market Multiple Methodology $ 11,100 $ 15,600

Enterprise Value from Operations using Market

Approach $ 11,100 $ 15,600
Add: Excess Cash (1) -- -
172 172

Less: Total Debt $ $

Aggregate Equity Value of Minority Interests $ 10,928 $ 15,428
Primary Shares Outstanding 5,200 5,200
Dilutive Effect of Options 359 495
Diluted Shares Outstanding 5,559 5,694
Per Share Value - Indication from Fundamental

Valuation of SBE $ 1.97 $ 2.71

(1) Cash of $1.56 million as of January 31, 2005, is expected to be used to fund operating losses and therefore was not
included in the equity value of SBE.

Based upon the aforementioned analysis, Houlihan Lokey selected a range of value for our business of approximately
$11.1 million to approximately $15.6 million. Houlihan Lokey then made certain adjustments to the range of the
selected enterprise values to determine our equity value. Such adjustments included subtracting our debt of
approximately $0.172 million. This resulted in an equity value with a range of $10.9 million to $15.4 million or
approximately $1.97 to $2.71 per share, on a minority interest basis.

Public Market Pricing

Houlihan Lokey reviewed the historical market prices and trading volume for our common stock and reviewed news
articles and press releases relating to us and the industry in which we operate. Houlihan Lokey analyzed the closing
price of our common stock as of March 9, 2005, which was $3.29 per share, and the 20-day average price of our
common stock as of March 9, 2005, which was $3.03. Houlihan Lokey also analyzed the closing price of our common
stock as of March 24, 2005, which was $3.15 per share, and the 20-day average price of our common stock as of
March 24, 2005, which was $3.20. Finally, Houlihan Lokey analyzed the closing price of our common stock for other
historical periods.

Houlihan Lokey considered the aforementioned analyses as a whole and did not weight any one analyses more or less
than any other of its analyses. Accordingly, Houlihan Lokey arrived at its range of equity values based upon all of the
aforementioned analyses.

Determination of Fairness

(in thousands)
Low High
Concluded Equity Value of PyX $ 7,000 $ 12,000
$ 10,500
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Consideration Paid for PyX - Based on SBE Public

Share Price (1)

Consideration Paid for PyX - Based on SBE Public

Share Price (2) $

Consideration Paid for PyX - Based on
Fundamental SBE Valuation $ 6,500

(1) Using the 20-Day Average Stock Price of $3.03 as of March 9, 2005.
(2) Using the 20-Day Average Stock Price of $3.20 as of March 24, 2005.

27-

11,100
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After determining our equity value and price per share, Houlihan Lokey noted that the consideration to be paid by us
in connection with the merger is fair to us from a financial point of view.

Conclusion

Houlihan Lokey delivered a written opinion, dated March 28, 2005, to our board of directors stating that, as of that
date, based on and subject to the assumptions made, matters considered, limitations on and qualifications made by
Houlihan Lokey in its review, the consideration of 2,561,050 shares of our common stock and the assumption of
options to purchase 2,038,950 shares of our common stock issued to employees of PyX, was fair to us from a financial
point of view. In connection with its review, Houlihan Lokey considered financial projections prepared by our
management. The financial projections did not take into account any circumstances or events occurring after the date
they were prepared. In addition, factors such as industry performance, general business, economic, regulatory, market
and financial conditions, as well as changes to our business, financial condition or results of operation, may cause the
financial projections or the underlying assumptions to be inaccurate. As a result, the financial projections provided to
Houlihan Lokey are not necessarily indicative of our future results.

Houlihan Lokey’s opinion is based on the business, economic, market and other conditions, including, but not limited
to, growth in the U.S. Gross Domestic Product, inflation rates, interest rates, consumer spending levels, manufacturing
productivity levels, unemployment rates and general stock market performance as they existed as of March 28, 2005,
and on our financial projections provided to Houlihan Lokey. Subsequent events that could affect the conclusions set
forth in the opinion include adverse changes in industry performance or market conditions and changes to the
business, financial condition and results of operations of PyX or us. In rendering its opinion, Houlihan Lokey relied
upon and assumed, without independent verification, that the financial and other information provided to them,
including the financial projections, was reasonably prepared and reflected the best currently available estimates of our
financial results and condition; that no material change had occurred in the information reviewed between the date the
information was provided and the date of the Houlihan Lokey opinion; and that there were no facts or information
regarding us that would cause the information supplied to Houlihan Lokey to be incomplete or misleading in any
material respect. Houlihan Lokey did not independently verify the accuracy or completeness of the information
supplied to it with respect to us and does not assume responsibility for it. Houlihan Lokey did not make any
independent appraisal of the specific properties, assets or liabilities of us or PyX.

Houlihan Lokey was not asked to opine and does not express any opinion as to:
. the tax or legal consequences of the merger;
. the net realizable value of our common stock or the prices at which our common stock may trade;
. the private placement; and
. the fairness of any aspect of the merger not expressly addressed in its fairness opinion.

No limitations were imposed by our board of directors upon Houlihan Lokey with respect to the investigations made
or procedures followed by it in rendering its opinion.

The summary set forth above describes the material points of more detailed analyses performed by Houlihan Lokey in
arriving at its fairness opinion. The preparation of the fairness opinion is a complex analytical process involving
various determinations as to the most appropriate and relevant methods of financial analysis and application of those
methods to the particular circumstances and is therefore not readily susceptible to summary description. In arriving at
its opinion, Houlihan Lokey made qualitative judgments as to the significance and relevance of each analysis and
factor. Accordingly, the analyses and summary set forth in this proxy statement must be considered as a whole and
that selecting portions of the analyses, without considering all analyses and factors, or portions of this summary, could
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create an incomplete and/or inaccurate view of the processes underlying the analyses set forth in Houlihan Lokey’s
fairness opinion. In its analyses, Houlihan Lokey made numerous assumptions with respect to us, the merger, industry
performance, general business, economic, market and financial conditions and other matters, many of which are
beyond the control of the respective entities. The estimates contained in the analyses are not necessarily indicative of
actual values or predictive of future results or values, which may be more or less favorable than suggested by the
analyses. Additionally, analyses relating to the value of our businesses or securities are not appraisals. Accordingly,
such analyses and estimates are inherently subject to substantial uncertainty.

-28-
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Regulatory Approvals Relating to the Transactions

We are not aware of any federal or state regulatory requirements that must be complied with or approvals that must be
obtained to consummate the merger and private placement, other than the filing of (1) a certificate of merger with the
Secretary of State of the State of California, (2) this proxy statement with the SEC and (3) compliance with all
applicable state securities laws regarding the offering and issuance of the shares in connection with the transactions. If
any additional approvals or filings are required, we will use our commercially reasonable efforts to obtain those
approvals and make any required filings before completing the transactions.

Dissenters’ Rights Relating to the Transactions
Our stockholders are not entitled to exercise dissenters’ rights in connection with the merger or the private placement.
Interests of Certain Persons in the Transactions

Mr. Ignacio C. Munio, our Vice President, Engineering, beneficially owns 25,000 shares of PyX common stock and as
a result will be entitled to receive 11,500 shares of our common stock in connection with the merger. In addition to the
shares of our common stock that Mr. Munio will receive in connection in with the merger, he currently beneficially
owns 299,825 shares of our common stock, or approximately 5.7% of the outstanding shares of our common stock
based on the number of shares outstanding on June 9, 2005. After consummation of the transactions, Mr. Munio will
beneficially own 2.9% of the outstanding shares of our common stock, assuming no further issuances of shares of our
common stock and not exercise of outstanding stock options or warrants.

Mr. Greg Yamamoto, currently the Chief Executive Officer of PyX, beneficially owns 200,000 shares of PyX
common stock and options to purchase up to an additional 750,000 shares of PyX common stock. As a result of the
merger, Mr. Yamamoto will be entitled to receive 92,000 shares of our common stock and options to purchase up to
an additional 345,000 shares of our common stock, representing approximately 8.3% of the outstanding shares of our
common stock, assuming the exercise in full of all of the options, based on the number of shares outstanding on June
9, 2005. In addition, Mr. Yamamoto is investing $200,000 in the private placement and, assuming a purchase price per
share of $2.00, will receive 100,000 shares of our common stock and a warrant to purchase up to an additional 50,000
shares of our common stock. After consummation of the merger and the private placement, Mr. Yamamoto will
beneficially own 5.6% of the outstanding shares of our common stock, assuming exercise of all options and warrants
to purchase shares of our common stock, assuming no further issuances of shares of our common stock and no
exercise of outstanding stock options or warrants, other than the exercise of the stock options and warrants issued to
Mr. Yamamoto. In addition, Mr. Yamamoto is investing an additional $100,000 in the private placement on behalf of
his two minor children, Melanie Yamamoto and Nicholas Yamamoto, and, assuming an purchase price per share of
$2.00, each child will receive 25,000 shares of our common stock and a warrant to purchase up to an additional
12,500 shares of our common stock.
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PROPOSAL 1

APPROVAL OF THE MERGER, THE MERGER AGREEMENT AND
THE ISSUANCE OF SHARES OF OUR COMMON STOCK AND ASSUMPTION OF OPTIONS TO
PURCHASE SHARES OF OUR COMMON STOCK IN THE MERGER

General

The merger agreement provides that, subject to satisfaction of certain conditions, PyX will be merged with and into
our newly-formed, wholly-owned subsidiary, PyX Acquisition Sub, LLC, referred to in this proxy statement as
Merger Sub, and that following the merger, PyX will cease to exist as a separate entity and we will continue as sole
member of Merger Sub, the surviving entity in the merger. When the merger occurs:

the issued and outstanding shares of PyX common stock will be converted into the right to receive an aggregate of
2,561,050 shares of our common stock, or approximately 49% of the outstanding shares of our common stock based
on the number of shares outstanding on June 9, 2005 and 24.6% of the outstanding shares of our common stock after
the closing of the private placement, assuming no further issuances of shares of our common stock and not exercise
of outstanding stock options or warrants; and

the issued and outstanding options to purchase shares of PyX common stock will be assumed by us and converted
into the right to receive an aggregate of 2,038,950 shares of our common stock upon exercise of the underlying
options, or approximately 38.8% of the outstanding shares of our common stock based on the number of shares
outstanding on June 9, 2005 and 19.6% of the outstanding shares of our common stock after the closing of the private
placement, assuming no further issuances of shares of our common stock and no exercise of outstanding stock
options or warrants. The options will be subject to the same terms and conditions as were in place prior to the
merger.

We entered into the merger agreement with PyX on March 28, 2005. The merger agreement is attached to this proxy
statement as Annex B. You should read the merger agreement carefully. It is the agreement that governs the terms of
the merger. The following information summarizes the terms of the merger agreement.

Effective Time of the Merger

The merger agreement provides that the closing of the merger will take place as soon as practicable and no later than
two business days after the last condition precedent to closing has been satisfied or waived. Concurrently with the
closing, we will file a certificate of merger and all other necessary documents with the Secretary of State of the State
of California to complete the merger. The merger will become effective at the time the certificate of merger has been
accepted by the Secretary of State, or at another time as the parties may agree, which will be specified in the
certificate.

Completion of the merger could be delayed if there is a delay in satisfying the closing conditions to the merger. There
can be no assurances as to whether, and on what date, the conditions will be satisfied or that the parties will complete
the merger at all. If the merger is not completed on or before July 31, 2005, either we or PyX may terminate the
merger agreement, except that a party may not terminate the merger agreement if that party’s failure to fulfill any of its
obligations under the merger agreement was the cause of the merger not being completed by that date.

Treatment of Stock Options

At the effective time of the merger, each outstanding option granted by PyX to purchase shares of PyX common stock
will be converted into an option to acquire shares of our common stock and will be subject to the same terms and
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conditions as the PyX stock option had before the effective time of the merger. The number of shares of our common
stock that will be subject to the new stock option exercise price per share of our common stock issuable upon exercise
of the new option will reflect the exchange ratio in the merger. We expect the exercise price of the assumed options
will be approximately $2.17 per share of our common stock issuable upon exercise of the assumed options.

-30-
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The stock options granted to the PyX employees are subject to change of control provisions that provide for full
acceleration of the vesting on their options in the event that either their employment is terminated without cause or
they resign for good reason after the change in control takes place. Because the merger constitutes a change of control
under the agreements governing these options, and because we are assuming these options upon the same terms and
conditions as were in place immediately prior to the merger, if any of these employees are terminated without cause or
resign for good reason following the merger, these options will become fully vested and immediately exercisable by
the affected employee.

Surrender and Exchange of Share Certificates

As soon as reasonably practicable after the effective time of the merger, but in any event no more than two business
days thereafter, we or our agent will send to the PyX shareholders, other than the shareholders who are party to the
merger agreement (referred to in this proxy statement as the signing shareholders), transmittal materials containing
instructions on how to exchange of their stock certificates representing shares of PyX common stock for certificates
representing shares of our common stock that are payable to them in connection with the merger. Upon surrender to us
or our agent of their stock certificate or certificates representing the shares of PyX common stock held immediately
prior to the merger, and the acceptance of such certificate or certificates by us or our agent in accordance with the
instructions to be provided by us or our agent, the PyX shareholders will receive that number of shares of our common
stock equal to the number of shares of PyX common stock held immediately prior to the merger multiplied by the
exchange rate of 0.46, less that shareholder’s pro rata portion of the escrow which, as stated below, consists of 460,000
shares of our common stock. PyX shareholders that fail to exchange their stock certificates will not be entitled to
receive any dividends or other distributions payable by us after the closing until their certificates are surrendered.

We will not issue any fractional shares in the merger. In lieu of fractional shares, PyX shareholders will receive a cash
payment equal to the fractional share amount multiplied by the average closing sale price of a share of our common
stock, as reported on the Nasdaq SmallCap market, for each of the 10 consecutive trading days immediately preceding
the closing date of the merger.

Escrow

At the effective time of the merger, 460,000 shares, or 17.96% of the aggregate number of our shares of common
stock to be issued to the PyX shareholders at the effective time, will be placed into an escrow account to satisfy the
PyX shareholders’ indemnification obligations relating to breaches of representations, warranties and covenants made
in the merger agreement, as described below under “Representations and Warranties.” However, our ability to make a
claim against the shares placed in escrow for any damages we incur as a result of such breach will be limited to claims
made within the first year after the closing of the merger. If no claims are made within that one-year period, the shares
of common stock held in escrow will be distributed on a pro rata basis to the PyX shareholders.

Representations and Warranties

The merger agreement contains customary representations and warranties made by PyX and the signing shareholders
to SBE and Merger Sub and by SBE and Merger Sub to PyX and the signing shareholders for purposes of allocating
the risks associated with the merger. The assertions embodied in the representations and warranties made by PyX and
the signing shareholders are qualified by information set forth in a confidential disclosure schedule that was delivered
in connection with the execution of the merger agreement. While we do not believe that the disclosure schedule
contains information that securities laws require us to publicly disclose, other than information that is being disclosed
in this proxy statement, the disclosure schedule may contain information that modifies, qualifies and creates
exceptions to the representations and warranties set forth in the merger agreement. Accordingly, you should not rely
on any of these representations and warranties as characterizations of the actual state of facts, since they may be
modified in important respects by the underlying disclosure schedule. Moreover, information concerning the subject
matter of the representations and warranties may have changed since the date of the merger agreement, which
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subsequent information may or may not be fully reflected in the disclosure schedule PyX delivered to us at signing
and which may not be delivered to us until the closing date of the merger.
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The representations and warranties in the merger agreement include, among other things:

the organization, qualification and good standing of each of us, Merger Sub and PyX;
capitalization;

the accuracy of each of our and PyX’s financial statements;

PyX and our authority to enter into, and carry out the obligations under, the merger agreement and the enforceability
of the merger agreement;

the vote required to approve the merger by our stockholders and PyX’s shareholders;

the absence of conflicts, violations or defaults under each party’s organizational documents, applicable laws and
material agreements;

the absence of litigation matters involving the assets of the parties or that may have the effect of interfering with the
merger; and

finders’ or advisors’ fees.

In addition, the merger agreement contains additional representations and warranties by PyX and the signing
shareholders to us and Merger Sub as to certain other matters, including:

. the accuracy of PyX’s books and records;
. the absence of certain changes since February 28, 2005;
title to, and absence of liens and encumbrances on, PyX’s assets;

the accuracy of information regarding accounts with financial institutions and the collectibility of PyX’s accounts
receivable;

the condition and adequacy of PyX’s assets;
PyX’s intellectual property;
PyX’s material contracts;
. the absence of undisclosed material liabilities of PyX;
compliance by PyX with applicable legal requirements;
governmental authorizations required in connection with the operation of PyX’s business;
tax matters;

employee benefit and labor matters;
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