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Explanatory note

In December 2012, HSBC Holdings plc (“HSBC Holdings”) reached agreement with US authorities in relation to
investigations regarding inadequate compliance with anti-money laundering, the US Bank Secrecy Act and sanctions
law and gave an undertaking (the “Undertaking”) to the Financial Services Authority (the “FSA”) to comply with certain
forward-looking obligations with respect to anti-money laundering and sanctions requirements.

On April 2, 2013 the Financial Conduct Authority (the “FCA”), a successor agency to the FSA, issued a Direction (the
“Direction”) to HSBC Holdings.  The Direction replaces the Undertaking. The FCA has released HSBC Holdings from
its obligations under the Undertaking.

The Direction referred to above (including the Annex thereto) is attached to this report on Form 6-K as exhibit 99.1.

Exhibit Index         

Exhibit No. Description

99.1 Direction to HSBC Holdings from the FCA dated April 2, 2013
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized.

HSBC Holdings plc

By:  /s/ Ralph Barber                  

Name:  Ralph Barber
Title: Group Company Secretary
Date: 12 April 2013  
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